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President’s Message

The Queensland Police Museum continues to provide an interesting and
informative story of the history and evolution of a modern police service in a
large and challenging environment that is the state of Queensland.

Although based in the southeast corner of the state the QPM continues to
reach out to all citizens through the various means of technology currently
available. The FQPM charter reaffirms our support for the endeavours of the
Curator and her staff, seeking to maintain a museum experience in keeping
with the standards of what we believe is the best police museum in Australia.

The FQPM management committee acknowledges the support of the public
who have visited the QP Museum over the years and who have appreciated
the experience enough to consider a monetary donation via the Donation Box
located in the exhibition space. The museum is of course a free entry
experience. Any money received is spent at the discretion of the Curator to
purchase items that are considered appropriate for the collection, particularly
when items of police significance appear in online sale or auction sites.
Recently, a rare QP Force badge, became available for sale and donation
funds were used for the purchase. FQPM funds are also used to enable the
purchase of items for the Museum'’s collection when appropriate.

In this regard, we encourage members to make contact if you come across
an item for sale anywhere that you believe may be of significance to the
Museum’s collection.

Thank you all for your continued interest and support.

Bob Burns APM
President
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New Members:
Welcome to all the new members:

Members are encouraged to attend our meetings held every two months in
the Police Museum. See page 7 for the dates of our next meetings.

A significant anniversary at Eidsvold

The late Constable Robert Alexander was attached to Eidsvold Station when
on the 10t April 1926 he suffered serious internal injuries while mustering
horses on the edge of town. He later succumbed to these injuries and died in
the Maryborough General Hospital on the 21st of June 1926.

On the 100t anniversary of his passing, the Eidsvold Historical Society
honoured Constable Alexander with the unveiling of a memorial in the
grounds of the Eidsvold Show Ground. Curator Lisa Jones and FQPM
committee member Gerry Stevens attended the event and participated in the
unveiling of the memorial. In 2022 the FQPM had restored the grave of
Constable Alexander in the Maryborough General Cemetery.

Eidsvold Historical Society Memorial Alexander grave at Maryborough

Bobby Whistles.

The famous whistle often called the Bobby whistle has been identified by the
FQPM as a police symbol as it now plays a significant role in Police
Remembrance Day ceremonies in Queensland. The QP Museum recently
introduced the whistle in recognition of the role the whistle played as part of
an early officer’s accoutrements. The FQPM is now supporting this
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endeavour by making available a few whistles suitably engraved with the
FQPM signature. These are now available for purchase and details can be
found on the FQPM merchandise page on the web site.

Secretary Geoff Sheldon provided a history of the whistle in 4/2025 edition of
the newsletter published in last December.

Rare Gold Police Badge.

Recently an opportunity to purchase a gold QP police uniform collar badge
was offered to the QP Museum from a private collector.

The badge is quite rare and is featured in Grant Linwood's book of badges.
Curator Lisa Jones and her staff made a thorough assessment and believed it
to be a genuine item however they sought the opinion of FQPM member
Grant Linwood, a recognised expert on police badges.

Grant, who is the author of The Complete History of
Queensland Police Badges and Insignia, advised that
the badge is genuine, made c1906 by J. A. GAUNT &
SON LTD / LONDON’ and aligns with some other
badges in the QPM collection.

This badge was purchased with funds supplied
through the public donation box located in the
Museum gallery and supplemented with FQPM
funding.
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Update on some police grave activity.

1. The FQPM negotiations regarding the proposed restoration of the Charles
O’Kearney grave in the Ipswich General Cemetery continue with Ipswich
Cemeteries, the management organisation responsible for grave issues in
Ipswich. In the short term it seems that we may be able to have the
headstone cleaned and repaired. However, our plan to identify on the
grave the circumstances of O’Kearney’s death while on duty is still a
proposal only.

2. The Secretary recently received advice via the FQPM web site that the
grave of Constable Robin SEEFELD in the Clifton Cemetery needs some
minor repair and a clean. We are indebted to a retired QPS member
visiting the grave for this advice. Constable Seefeld was killed in a traffic
accident while on duty in Bundaberg in 1977. This grave will be added to
our maintenance program for attention.

QP Museum ‘From the Vault’ series

Queensland Police Inspector John Alexander McDonald, born in the Scottish town
of Nairn in 1836, served in the British Army with the famous 93 Sutherland
Highlanders at Crimea in Russia before joining the Brisbane Police in 1861.
Following the establishment of the Queensland Police in 1864, McDonald rose
through the ranks and in 1867 was promoted to Prison Superintendent on St
Helena Island in Moreton Bay.

He retired from the Queensland Police Force in 1882, after 21 years of service.
McDonald died on 18 June 1895 in Hamilton and is buried at the Toowong
Cemetery. The FQPM was advised of his grave some years ago and it has been
placed on the significant police grave list for regular maintenance at that
Cemetery.

A detailed account of the life of this highly regarded officer has been written in a
recent edition of a “From the Vault — John Mc Donald's Thin Red Line"” series by
Dr Anastasia Dukova, a Crime and Policing Historian. Recommended.

The Thin Red Line by Robert Gibb (1881) on display at Scotland National War
Museum, Edinburgh Castle. 93 Sutherland Highlanders at Crimea.
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MERCHANDISE items make great gifts, a memento of something
special in your life or perhaps an item of interest for collectors.

All proceeds from the sale of FQPM merchandise assist the organisation
to preserve the history of policing in Queensland for future generations.

Challenge Coins
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FQPM Standard Coin Women in Policing Mounted Police

Stubbie Holders

Police "Bobby"” whistles were a defining tool of
. British policing from the late 19th century

" through to the mid-20th, and they became an
instantly recognisable symbol of the
Metropolitan Police “"Bobby.” Made of brass or
. nickel-plated metal and tuned to a piercing,

: far-carrying trill, the whistle replaced the
earller rattle and aIIowed constables on foot patrol to summon help,
signal danger, or coordinate during pursuits across London’s streets.

FQPM Polo Shirts
- These smart looking polo shirts have the badge
of the FQPM embroidered on the left breast.
Made from 65% Polyester for durability and
359% Cotton for comfort. The fabric is 210gsm
pique for easy care and reduced pilling. A
variety of colours are available, and they come
in male and female sizes.
No member discount on this item.

For more information on these items including pricing and how to order
FQPM merchandise, visit the FQPM website shop.
https://www.friendsqgpmuseum.com.au/shop/
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Member’s Discount

Members of the FQPM are eligible for a discount on some FQPM
merchandise. Do not forget to ask for your member’'s discount.
Alternatively, any queries regarding merchandise can be made to the FQPM
Merchandise Officer at merchandise@friendsgpmuseum.com.au

QSHOP at Police HQ. FQPM merchandise and a range of other
Queensland Police Service memorabilia can be purchased directly from
QSHOP which is conveniently located next to the Queensland Police
Museum on the ground floor of Queensland Police Headquarters, 200 Roma
Street, Brisbane. The QSHOP is open to the public each Wednesday and
Thursday from 10am-2pm. The QSHOP contact at hello@gphra.com

Any inquiries/orders can be directed to the Merchandise Officer FQPM.

Rob Cochrane
Merchandise Officer FQPM
merchandise@friendsgpmuseum.com.au

FOPM Management Committee 2025/2026

The 2025/2026 FQPM Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held in the
Queensland Police Museum Seminar Room on Wednesday 1st October 2025.
The election of office bearers was held, and the following financial members
were appointed unopposed to the Management Committee:

President Bob Burns APM

Vice President Rob McCall APM

Treasurer Wayne Coyne

Secretary Geoff Sheldon

Committee Members Kevin Darch

Robert Cochrane (Website Administrator)
John McCormack

Gerry Stevens APM

David Kolb

Brendon McMahon.
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Additionally, the following appointments were accepted and extended during
2026:

Commissioner’s Advocate: Senior Sergeant Mel Wilkins
Honorary Auditor: Wayne Osborne
Website IT Consultant Open Web Design: (Karen Lily)

FQPM Management Committee Meetings — 2026

The FQPM Management Committee meets every two months on a
Wednesday, commencing with the first Wednesday in February of each year.
The meeting place for all meetings, unless otherwise advised, is held in the
Flynn Gallery of the Queensland Police Museum commencing at 10.00am.
Members welcome to attend.

The FQPM meeting dates for the year (2026) are as follows:

Wednesday 10.00am 5 August 22026
Wednesday 10.00am 7 October (AGM) 2026
Wednesday10.00 am 2 December 2026
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Wednesday 10.00am 3 February 2027

Membership

Membership of the FQPM assists the Association to continue with its goals in
the advancement of the Queensland Police Museum, the acquisition and
restoration of Police heritage objects and the enhancement and effective
sharing of knowledge concerning the history of policing in Queensland.
FQPM members are requested to encourage potential members to apply for
membership.

The FQPM offers four levels of membership:

Ordinary Membership: Annual subscription: $20.00 per year;

Life Membership: $100.00 (after 1 year as an ordinary member);
Corporate Membership: $50.00 annual subscription; and

Junior Membership (under 18 years of age): $15.00 one out payment
until they attain the age of 18 years.
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Newsletter (Friends’ Gazette) Articles

We endeavour to keep the Newsletter (the Friends’ Gazette) interesting and
relevant to our members and in doing so, we require (preferably) unpublished
short stories, articles relating to former QP officers or staff members, incidents,
or events of historical Police significance.

Should you feel that you could contribute, please contact the Secretary FQPM.

Anomalies/corrections in the FQPM Website -
www.friendsgpmuseum.com.au

The Secretary would appreciate any members who, while scanning the FQPM
website may detect any anomalies or incorrect information. Please pass this
information on so that corrections can be made by the FQPM Website
Administrator.

It's important that we ensure that our website is up to date and accurate.

Bob Burns APM
Editor: Friends Gazette www.friendsgpmuseum.com.au

30th June 2026
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